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A Pair of Silk Stockings
Gender is a crucial topic that has been analyzed by several authors in contemporary society. Most works of literature such as poems, novels, novella, and short stories have explored the theme of gender and gender roles to determine how it reflects human society. Gender roles can be defined as the manner in which roles are socially constructed in society. Most societies expect men and women to conduct themselves in a certain way. Failure to observe gender roles can be termed deviance. A Pair of Silk Stockings is one of the short stories that describe the aspects of gender and gender role in society. This short story was written by Kate Chopin in 1897. This story's main character is Mrs. Sommers, who one day acquired fifteen dollars unexpectedly (Chopin 1). After receiving this fortune, she engaged in a deeper reflection on how she will spend this money. She hopes to utilize this money sensibly. She hopes to spend few dollars to cater to the needs of her children like Janie. The story also indicates that Mrs. Sommers was not living a poverty life before being married. She hopes to use the money to buy other items such as new stockings, shoes, clothes, and hats.  After several hours of meditation, Mrs. Sommers managed to begin the shopping adventure and went ahead to buy stockings, boots, and fitted kid gloves. She also read magazines, took lunch in an elegant restaurant, attended a movie theatre, then boarded a cable car as she went back home. A Pair of Silk Stockings uses Mrs. Sommers as a character to define the roles of males and females that provide a clear view of masculinity and femininity in society.
A Pair of Silk Stockings defines women as a gender that is responsible for taking care of the family. Society has established certain ideas that guide human expectations of gender roles. Gender roles in various societies are different in one way or the other.  It is also crucial to note that such gender roles changes over time since culture is not static. Gender roles determine how males and females engage in activities such as communication, dressing, actions, and general behaviors. Gender roles also influence the way people present themselves. For instance, many societies expect women to be submissive at all costs. This short story vividly outlines several instances that prove that women should provide primary care to the family. One of the roles of a woman is that she takes good care of her children. Such forms of care cut across aspects like providing basic needs such as food and clothes to her children. It is clear that Mrs. Sommers takes charge as a mother in this family. She first considers herself as a mother who should take good care of the children by responding to all of their needs. For instance, Mrs. Sommers thinks about purchasing clothes and other items for her children after receiving a fortune amounting to fifteen dollars. 
A dollar or two should be added to the price usually paid for Janie's shoes, which would ensure their lasting an appreciable time longer than they usually did. She would buy so and so many yards of percale for new shirt waists for the boys and Janie and Mag. She had intended to make the old ones do by skillful patching. Mag should have another gown (Chopin 1). 
The above quote is a clear indication of how Mrs. Sommers cares for the children. This case is common in contemporary society because mothers always want their children to dress well and look good as a way of boosting their confidence while in public. No woman would love seeing her children in tattered clothes. This case is quite different from the roles of males in society. For instance, men are more likely to care for other issues such as politics, businesses, and sports. Men generally pay less attention to things related to the dressing of their children since this role is mainly bestowed to the mother. This story also does not mention Mrs. Sommers's husband. Failure to mention her husband might be of great importance in building the theme of women and gender roles. There is a high possibility that Mrs. Sommers is a widow since the husband is missing in every action. This case proves that women were responsible for caring for and upbringing their children. The role of a woman as a provider also applies to their own needs. Women are also responsible for providing for their needs. Many women do not depend on men for certain items. Contemporary society empowers women to be independent in particular areas. For instance, women do not have to seek favor from men in order to survive. After getting the fifteen dollars, Mrs. Sommers goes ahead and buys a lot of stuff that serves her interest and at the same time satisfies her needs.
A dollar and ninety-eight cents,” she mused aloud. “Well, I'll take this pair.” She handed the girl a five-dollar bill and waited for her change and for her parcel. What a very small parcel it was! It seemed lost in the depths of her shabby old shopping-bag (Chopin 2). 
The above quote is evidence that women play a role in providing for their own needs. Mrs. Sommers knew that she could utilize the money she had to purchase stockings without depending on a man. Therefore, it is important to acknowledge the roles of the women in the family at large. 
A Pair of Silk Stockings portrays the role of women in the search for financial freedom. Financial health is important for both me and women. Many women live in either relative or absolute poverty. Contrary, men are deemed more prosperous than women since they dominate the economy. For example, women are only left with few careers to pursue since most of these areas are regarded as masculine. This short story shows how women can try and find their way out of poverty. The story also reveals that most women encounter poverty after getting married. "The neighbors sometimes talked of certain “better days” that little Mrs. Sommers had known before she had ever thought of being Mrs.” (Chopin 1). The above quote outlines that Mrs. Sommers once had financial freedom before she got married. All these imply that marriage might harm the financial position of women. After all, Mrs. Sommers tries as much as possible to fight poverty by all means. Failure to resist the beauty of products like stockings and other luxurious things shows that she is ready to change her state and move higher in the social order.
A Pair of Silk Stockings also indicates the role of women as merely housewives or mothers who should be dependent on men. This story reveals that the feminine gender is likely to depend on the masculine gender for several things. For instance, after completing her errands, Mrs. Sommers meets a man as she waits for the cable car, which seems surprised by the way she carries herself in elegance.  
Mrs. Sommers went to the corner and waited for the cable car.
A man with keen eyes, who sat opposite to her, seemed to like the study of her small, pale face. It puzzled him to decipher what he saw there (Chopin 3). 
The above quote discloses that this man did not believe that a woman can manage to secure or purchase expensive things without the help of a man. It means that women are perceived as individuals whose responsibilities are limited within the family, thus lacking independence.  
 In summary, A Pair of Silk Stockings uses Mrs. Sommers as a character to define the roles of males and females that provide a clear view of masculinity and femininity in society. This story is important because it highlights how women are discriminated against economically and politically. For instance, Mrs. Sommers is stuck in poverty because her gender does not favor her anymore. Nonetheless, women have the capabilities of defeating these gender barriers.
Work Cited
Chopin, Kate. A Pair of Silk Stockings. Penguin UK, 2015. 

 

   

    
 
